
Participants in the Foreign 

Policy Process 



President Barack Obama 

• Commander-in-Chief 

 

• Chief Diplomat 

– Treaties 

– Executive Agreements 

– Recognition 

– Visits 

– Appoints Ambassadors 

and Special Diplomats 



Political Bio of Barack Obama 

Bio 

 

• Illinois State Senator 

(1997 – 2004) 

 

• US Senator         

(2005 – 2008)  

 



State Secretary John Kerry 

• President’s main 

adviser on Foreign 

Policy 

• First in Presidential 

Succession 
 

Bio 

• Senator (28 years) 

• Chairman of Senate 

Foreign Relations Com. 

• Vietnam Veteran 
Confirmed: 2/1/13 



US Foreign Aid (2012) 

No Country  Aid 

10. Tanzania  $500 million 

10. South Africa  $500 million 

8.   Ethiopia  $700 million 

8.  Pakistan  $700 million 

6.   Kenya   $800 million 

5.   Jordan    $900 million  

4.   Egypt   $1.5 billion  

3.  Iraq     $1.9 billion 

2.   Israel   $3.1 billion 

1.   Afghanistan   $9.9 billion 
CBO 2013 

2/1/13 



Final Report: US Foreign Aid 

(2012) 



Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 

• Carries out defense policy 

• Must be retired from 

active duty for 10 years 

 

Bio 

• US Senator (1997-2009) 

• Awarded 2 Purple Hearts 

from the Vietnam War 

Confirmed: 2/27/13 



US Defense Spending (2012) 

 

• $528.2 billion (Discretionary Funds) 

 

• $158.8 billion ( Afghanistan and Iraq) 

 

$687 Billion 
DOD 

Updated 2-1-13 



Future US Defense Budgets 

2014: $526.6 billion (projected) 

2015: $495.6 billion (projected) 

What will be added as discretionary spending? 

Updated 

9/9/14 



National Debt 

$17.7 

Trillion 
Updated: 

09/12/14 



US Defense Budget (2013) 

SIPRI 2014 
Updated 

9/9/14 



What Are We Buying? 



U.S. Navy (2009) -281 ships 

Larger than the next 13 navies combined 

–11 of 13 navies are allies 



US Aircraft Carriers = 11 

• 22 Worldwide 

• No other country has more than 1 



F-22 Raptor (2010) 

• Costs $350 million a jet 

• Air Force has 183 –wanted to double it 



F-35 Lightning II 

• Costs $380 million a jet 



How are we paying for this? 

Borrowing: Adding Debt 

8% 
(Total 

Borrowed $) 



Top US Lenders (2014) 

$1.268 Trillion 

China 

$1.219 Trillion 

Japan 

 
Dept of Treasury 8/15/14 

Updated 

9/9/14 





 

 

US  

Foreign 

Debt 

(2008)  

 



National Security Advisor 

Susan Rice 
• Advises President on 

nation’s security 

• Created in 1947 

• Oversees CIA 
 

Bio 

• Former US 

Ambassador to the UN 

• Former NSC staffer 

• Former Asst. Sec. of 

State African Affairs 

Confirmed: 7/18/13 



CIA Director 

John Brennan 
• Directs intelligence and 

counterintelligence activities 

• How? 

• News worthy? 
 

Bio 

• Deputy National Security 

Advisor for Homeland Security 

• Worked for the CIA for 25 

years 
Confirmed March 8, 2013 



Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

General Martin Dempsey 

 

• Principal military 

adviser to President 

• highest ranking military 

officer in US armed 

forces 

 

Bio 

• Army Chief of Staff 

• Commander in Iraq 



Vice President Joe Biden 

• VP has become more 

involved in foreign 

policy 

 

Bio 

• Senator (1973 – 2009) 

• Chairperson Senate 

Foreign Relations 

Committee (twice) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Joe_Biden,_official_photo_portrait_2-cropped.jpg


Senate 

 

• Confirms nominations 

(majority vote) 

 

• Ratify treaties (2/3 vote) 

 

• Conducts investigations 



Chairperson Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee 

 

Robert Menendez 
 

• House (1993 – 2006) 

 

• Senate (2006 - Present) 



Looking Ahead 


